II

NATIONAL IDEALS

FIRST we should come to a clear under-
standing of what our national ideals consist.
Do we want to be part of the " civilized
world," making our contribution to its pro-
gress, by thought and action, or do we want
to bo an isolated national unit, happy in
our retirement and isolation ? Of course
we want political liberty, economic indepen-
dence, social solidarity and religious freedom,
but for what end ? Are these things ends
in themselves or only means to some other
and higher end ? If so, what is it ?

Some will say that salvation is the ultimate
end we desire. But what is meant by
" salvation " ? Is it the nirvdna of Buddhism,
the merging of the individual soul in the
supreme soul of the vedanta, the temporary
bliss of the Arya Samaj, the wM of the
Christian, or the paradise of the orthodox
Moslem ? Or are these, after all, only delu-
sions ? The real salvation lies in freedom
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